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PARENT -CASE: 

CO-PENDING APPLICATIONS Various methods, systems and apparatus relating to the 
present invention are disclosed in the following applications/granted patents filed 
by the applicant or assignee of the present invention: Ser. No. 09/575,197, 
09/575,195, 09/575,159, 09/575,132, 09/575,123, 09/575,130, 09/375,165, 09/575,118, 
09/575,131, 09/575,116, 09/575,144, 09/575,139, 09/575,186, U.S. Pat. Nos . 
6,681,045, 6,825,945, 6,816,274, 6,728,000, Ser. Nos . 09/609,303, 09/575,145, 
09/575,192, 09/610,095, 09/609,596, 09/575,181, 09/575,193, 09/575,156, 09/575,183, 
09/575,160, 09/575,150, 09/575,169, U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,644,642, 6,502,614, 6,622,999, 
6,669,385, 6,727,996, 6,622,999, 6,549,935, Ser. Nos. 09/575,187, U.S. Pat. Nos. 
6,591,884, 6,439,706, Ser. Nos . 09/575 , 196 , 09/575,198, U.S. Pat. No. 6,290,349, 
Ser. No. 09/608,920, U.S. Pat. No. 6,428,155, Ser. Nos. 09/575,146, 09/575,174, 
09/575,163, U.S. Pat. No. 6,737,591, Ser. Nos. 09/575,154, 09/575,129, 09/575,124, 
09/575,188, 09/575,189, 09/575,162, 09/575,172, 09/575,170, 09/575,171, 09/575,161, 
U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,428,133, 6,315,669, 6,315,399, 6,338,548, 6,540,319, 6,328,431, 
6,795,215, 6,328,425, Ser. No. 09/575,127, U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,383,833, 6,464,332, 
6,390,591, Ser. No. 09/575,152, U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,328,417, 6,409,323, 6,281,912, 
6,604,810, 6,318,920, 6,488,422, Ser. Nos. 09/575,109. The disclosures of these co- 
pending applications are incorporated herein by cross-reference. 
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Dymetman, M., and Copperman, M. , Intelligent Paper; in Electronic Publishing, 
Artistic Imaging, and Digital Typography, Proceedings of EP '98, Mar. /Apr. 1998, 
Springer Verlag LNCS 1375, pp. 3 92-406. 

ART-UNIT: 2674 

PRIMARY -EXAMINER: Wu; Xiao 

ASSISTANT- EXAMINER: Abdulselam; Abbas 



A method and system for enabling user interaction with computer software running in 
a computer system. The user is provided with an interface surface containing 
information relating to the computer software and including coded data indicative 
of at least one interactive element relating to the computer software. A sensing 
device in the form of an optically sensing stylus contains identifying data 
indicative of an identity of the user. When the user writes with the stylus, or 
uses it as a pointer, an operative end of the stylus is brought into contact with 
the interface surface. The sensing device senses indicating data indicative of the 
at least one interactive element using at least some of the coded data. The 
computer system receives the identifying data and the indicating data from the 
sensing device. The interactive element is identified in the computer system using 
the indicating data, and user data is identified using the identifying data. The 
computer software is operated at least partly in reliance on the user data, and in 
accordance with instructions associated with the at least one interactive element. 

56 Claims, 49 Drawing figures 
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